Law Centres Federation @
Legal action for the community

Law Centres
Legal rights for all

Law Centres provide their local communities with a comprehensive
legal service that puts the legal and human rights of individuals first.
Law Centres help to overcome the obstacles faced by people who need
access to the legal system. Free, independent publicly provided legal
advice should be available to everyone, not just to those who are
eligible for legal aid or to those who can afford to pay.

Each Law Centre has been awarded the Legal Services Commission
Specialist Level Quality Mark. They employ solicitors, barristers, legal
advisers and community workers. In addition to dealing with individual cases
(including test cases, judicial reviews and representation), they also:

e Take on cases that clarify and extend rights for the pubilic.

» Tackle social exclusion by identifying neighbourhood-wide legal problems
at an early stage.

» Provide legal education, training and information about the law and
peoples’ rights.

* Propose improvements in the law as it affects their clients.
= Work with local providers of public services to meet community needs.

e Provide legal advice and services for voluntary and community sector
organisations.

Specialists in Social Welfare Law

Law Centres specialise in social welfare law which includes: welfare rights;
disability rights; immigration and asylum; housing and homelessness;
employment rights; community care; and all forms of discrimination. Other
areas of work vary according to local need and may include public law,
mental health, education rights and young people and children’s rights.



Law Centres are funded by a variety of sources. They hold contracts with the
Legal Services Commission to provide casework services and receive grant
aid from local councils. As charities they also receive funds from trusts and
charities.

Community Empowerment

Law Centres are a valuable community resource that empowers and
supports local people. Managed democratically by individuals from their local
area, Law Centres complement the services of other community groups,
advice agencies and solicitors in the area to ensure that there is no
duplication of work. They regenerate local areas by ensuring that public
services reach those most in need.

Further Information

Further information about Law Centres can be found on the LCF website:
www.lawcentres.org.uk . Here you will be able to find your nearest Law
Centre and more information about Law Centres.
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